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TIME TO ORDER YOUR EASTER FLOWERS!
I )
B

It is time once again to purchase Easter flowers in memory of our loved ones or in thanksgiving
for someone special. Place your order by filling out the order form below and putting it in the
offering plate in an envelope with $20.00. Please write “Easter Flowers” on the outside of the
envelope. Orders may also be given to Mary Jane in the church office. We will be accepting
orders through Sunday, March 28, 2010.

Please Print.

In Memory of:

In Thanksgiving for:

Presented by:

Name(s)

Cost is $20.00 (you may include as many names as you wish to remember).



Unless a Grain of Wheat Falls...
]

Remember in John’s Gospel, at a wedding reception in Cana, when Jesus’ mother expresses the party host’s
worst fear to Jesus — “They’ve run out of wine”? He replied: “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?
My hour has not yet come” [John 2:4]. His dear mother, he implies through the linguistic nuances of the time,
didn’t quite have the whole picture and shouldn’t be concerned. So she essentially says Okay, then proceeds any-
way to tell the more compliant servants confidently, “Do whatever he tells you.” And, equally compliantly, Jesus
proceeds to turn plain old water into the best wine of the celebration.

Toward the conclusion of Jesus’ earthly ministry, again in John’s Gospel, some Greeks ask Philip, “We wish to
see Jesus.” And Jesus’ reply? “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified... Unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit...” [John12:23]. Were
they going to get to see Jesus or not? “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to my-
self,” he concluded [John 12:32].

No one gets the anticipated response from Jesus. “My hour has not yet come,” but I can at least get these newly
-weds out of an embarrassing fix (and only the servants knew how). “The hour has come...” and these foreign-
ers will see more of who I am than they anticipate. God has Jesus on a “kairos” timeline very different from any
chronological, humanly directed one. Jesus is on a mission that goes beyond the expectations of his fellow hu-
man beings in his day.

What do we expect of God’s timeline for us in our lives? Do we ever think about it? What might the “hour” be
in your life? Has that hour yet come, or not? For what unique purpose have you been brought into the human
community?

Lent is a time to reflect on this question and perhaps even to begin to find an answer. What’s in a grain that
falls to the earth and dies? 'The fruit of new life for others yet to come. Whether it’s an immediate rescue with
more wine at a wedding reception or the ultimate gift of spiritual companionship and the promise of everlasting
life into eternity, Jesus’ ultimate mission was to give his life for all others in an incomprehensibly compassionate
sacrifice of himself. Paradoxically, through his death, in his final “hour,” you and I who are among the Greeks
who seek out Jesus, find ourselves drawn to him not just at the earthy, human level, but also at the level of the
heart, at the level of the spirit, where he comes to find each one of us who searches for him. May this holy sea-
son of reflection, repentance, and renewal in the spirit find you to be the joyful recipient of the fruits of Jesus’
hour that, indeed, has come for all of us.

With God’s promise of new life,
Steve *
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Announcements

Refreshment Sunday March 14th

As we arrive at the Fourth Sunday in Lent on March 14, we will celebrate the traditional “Laetare” or “Mid-
Lent” celebration Sunday with a potluck luncheon following the 10 a.m. service. Enjoy a “Simnel Cake” (or
“Mothering Cake”) as well, which apprentices and servants would bring home to their parents when given
time off on this day. Although every Sunday in Lent is a little Easter celebration of the resurrection promise,
this particular Sunday reminds us that God is shaping us each day into new people as we journey through
Lent, keeping our eyes on the Cross, and reassured of Christ’s promise of the resurrected life.

Sacramental Confession Offered throughout Lent

A private “Confession and Absolution” as an optional sacrament of the Church is offered in particular
throughout the season of Lent with the Rector. The unburdening of our faults and transgressions through
conversation, prayer, and absolution with a priest of the Church is often the beginning of a new way of living
with self, family, and the wotld. See the Book of Common Prayer, pp. 447-452 for the two liturgical forms.
Please phone Fr. Steve or email him directly (stmarks.steve@gmail.com) if you’d like to make an appoint-

ment.

Free Tax Preparation for incomes under $49,000

The state-wide Community Action Agency has announced that any whose household income is under
$49,000 may be eligible for free tax preparation assistance through the agency’s Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance program (VITA) with the assistance of IRS certified volunteer tax preparers. You could receive up to
$5,600 in Earned Income Tax Credits (EITC) refunds and qualify for other tax credits as well. Please phone
211 to receive further information and for the location of the site nearest you.When St. Mark’s is hosting

When St. Mark’s is hosting BIHN, the Parish Library is not available for use during the evening. The Library
is used for the hosts “bedroom”. The Adult Formation Room is usually available for use, but please call the
Parish Office to see if it is available. Thanks.

ATTENTION KNITTERS -- CRAFTERS

Do you have any small pieces of yarn left over from your projects? I am working on lap robes for the Vet-
eran's hospital and have need of any pieces/colors of yarn you might share. Leave in the Library with my
name on it, or call me.

Many, many thanks.

Roberta Leutz
517-781-4508
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More Announcements!
]

A Note about Wills and Funeral Planning

One of two things that many of us put off to the dismay of loved ones who grieve our deaths is the drafting and
signing of a will or trust. There are a variety of ways of being assured that your material possessions from this life
will be used according to your wishes for the benefit of your loved ones and others after you. The Episcopal Book
of Common Prayer (page 445) reminds us “about the duty of Christian parents to make prudent provision for the
well-being of their families, and of all persons to make wills, while they are in health, arranging for the disposal of
their temporal goods, not neglecting, if they are able, to leave bequests for religious and charitable uses.” As we
ponder our mortality in this season of Lent, it can be an appropriate time of prompting ourselves to consult a pro-
fessional and put our wishes and expectations in writing.

The second item we may avoid considering is planning our funerals. St. Mark’s Vestry has provided a booklet
form for parishioners to use for this purpose to keep on file with the parish as well as with loved ones and others
who may provide for their last wishes. Copies are available in the parish hall or from Mary Jane, our Administra-
tive Assistant, at the parish office.

Book study group starting:

We will read People of the Book, a historical novel by Geraldine Brooks (Penguin Group, 2008). You can get your
own book from Taylot's, on-line, or borrow one. Tty to finish reading it by the end of February (shouldn't be a
problem because once you start, it's hard to stop). It comes with a readers guide at the end of it, so we will tackle
the questions throughout March. It could serve as a Lenten discipline if you want to consider it that. This is acci-
dentally quite well-timed since it's about a Haggadah, the Hebrew book of Passover, and Passover is March 29 this
year. (Maybe we should have a Passover dinner on the last night of discussion?) We'll meet on Mondays, alternat-
ing with Knit/Crochet group, at a time & place to be decided upon by participants on March 1,15, and 29. A sign
up sheet will be available at coffee hours. See/call/email Jo Ann Zabonick for more information.

-]
—
SN
- :

REMEMBER
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Baptisms for March

Charlie Bappert Eric Hetrick Skyler Mosher

Ann Claar Jeanie Milnes Laura Shemel _——_

David Croal Matthew Mitchell Harriet Smith I@JI

Mary Dally Susan Mitoska Ray Smith Q@ ﬁ]/w

Steve Ellis Frank Moler Sr. Dick Smolinski

Edwin Geishert Jr. Braiden Mosher Corey Weage ) (

Chris Hatch Mike Mosher Tamara Winchell _—
THANK YOU

From Rod Wiltse

To the People of God who are St. Mark's Church in Coldwater, Michigan;

"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in your faith, so that in the power of the Holy Spirit you may
be rich in hope."

Thank you so much for your kind and generous words in the resolution adopted at you Annual Parish meeting.
The years Pat and I were with you are precious to us. Diana, Andy, and Jon all have such fond memories of St.
Mark's and Coldwater. We speak of you often with much warmth and love.

This year I will celebrate 50 years of ordination as a priest of the Episcopal Church. I am so grateful for the 10 of
those years spent with you.

Former Rector and Wife Send Thanks

From Former Rector and his wife Kathleen and Ken Sherfick, via Jeanie Milnes: ...I want to thank you for
sending along the courtesy resolution from St. Mark’s annual meeting. I appreciate the meeting adopting it and I
appreciate your sending it. St. Mark’s seems to have gained a goodly number of new members since we were there
eleven years ago. That’s great... We are well. We Go to Westminster Abbey for Palm Sunday and then to
Canterbury for the rest of Holy Week and Easter. Then we do a pilgrimage from Wearmouth to Jarrow about
twelve miles in northern England near New Castle where Ethel Osborn lived.... Love, Ken and Kathleen Sherfick

Kudos to Diana Butler

Many thanks to Diana Butler, mother of Jordan, Allie and Austin, for having laundered the Acolytes’ vestments
last month. They’re bright and clean for this season of Lent!

Mosher Children Prepare Ash Wednesday Palm Ashes

Wonder how last year’s palm fronds became those ashes for your forehead on Ash Wednesday the night before on
Shrove Tuesday? Skyler, Braiden, and Hayleigh Mosher all helped this year to cut up and burn the palms outside, a
smoky finale to their filling pancake supper with a little guidance and help from Mom Jessica, Dad Michael, and
Grandma Barb! Thank you, Moshers!
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March 2010 Schedule

March 7 | March 14 | March 21 | March 28 | April 4
L ector D. Croal N. Dally %aﬁ(r)]ene- J. Burr J. Henry
J. Wright  [N. Waterbury J. Wright I. Converse |J. Wright
Intercessor |M. Pridgeon|D. Butler D. Croal J. Henry L. VanStone
E. Marshall |A. Davidson |B. Burr M. Dally C. Hatch
Worship Lead-
o i’gﬁ?'s' C. Hatch J. Wright M. Pridgeon |A. Davidson
B. Burr
E. M. C. Hatch
Altar Guild |C. Hillborg |J. Grigg/T. New- |L. Fry B. Mosher |C. Hillborg
[ — P. Bair C. Bappert |G. Wright D. Smolinski |P. Bair
J. Wright  |M. Pridgeon [D. Wright L. Smolinski [T. Daly
Lay Visits |C. Hatch J. Randall B. & J. Burr |P. VanStone |C. Hatch
\ljzsuy Lock- M. Osborne M. Osborne |M. Osborne |M. Osborne iGelshert,
gb?:r? el van l. Wright B. Henry N. Dally N. Waterbury
Acolytes A .
VanStone |L. Hetrick E. Henry A. VanStone |N. Waterbury
Thurifer |. Converse
Torch 1 A. VanStone
Torch 2 S. Mosher
Coffee Hr. V;ﬁgtlt\)ﬂﬁe VaLﬁthoPﬁe J. Zabonick
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Rite I (time to be an- day 12:30pm: Word
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cession & Holy Eucharist, Foot Friday Great Vigil w/
Rite II 7:00 pm: 7:00pm Washing, | Liturgy Euharist
Children’s Special Activi- 7:00pm: Eucharist Tenebrae Eucha- 7:00pm:
ties Eucharist rist/Last Stations of
11:15 am: Coffee Hour Supper, the Cross
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of the
Altar
Supper
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2010

WATCH THE BULLETIN FOR ANY CHANGES

OR ADDITIONS TO THE CALENDAR
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Holy Week and Easter Day Worship (March 28 — April 4)

Sunday, March 28

Palm/Passion Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. (with outdoor procession)

Monday and Tuesday, March 29 & 30
7:00 p.m. — Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, March 31
7:00 p.m. — Tenebrae — Shadows

Maundy Thursday, April 1
7:00 p.m. — Foot-washing, Last Supper, and Stripping of the Altar,
followed by all-night half-hour vigils in the church, 8:30 p.m. to 12 noon

April 2
Good Friday, April 2
12:30 Liturgy and Mass of the Pre-sanctified; 7 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday, April 3
Liturgy of the Word at noon
The Great Vigil of Easter at 8:00 p.m. and first Eucharist of Easter

Easter Day, April 4 —
8:00 a.m. Eucharist (said)
8:30 a.m. Breakfast by the Special Occasions Committee
10:00 a.m. Festal Eucharist




